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midable to no Power, are coveted by many, and will, most undoubtedly, within a century, be scantled out among the great Powers who have now a footing in Italy, whenever they can agree upon the division of the bear's skin. Pray inform yourself thoroughly of the history of the Popes aud of the Popedom; which, for many centuries, is interwoven with the history of all Europe. Read the best authors who treat of these matters, and especially Fra Paolo, de JBeneficiis, a short but very material book. You will find at Rome some of all the religious Orders in the Christian world: inform yourself carefully of their origin, their founders, their rules, their reforms, and even their dresses: get acquainted with some of all of them, but particularly with the Jesuits, whose society I look upon to be the most able and best governed society in the world. Get acquainted, if you can, with their general, who always resides at Rome; and who, though he has no seeming power out of his own society, has (it may be) more real influence over the whole world than any temporal prince in it. They have almost engrossed the education of youth. They are, in general, confessors to most of the princes of Europe; and they are the principal missionaries out of it: which three articles give them a most extensive influence, and solid advantages; witness their settlement in Paraguay. The Catholics in general declaim against that society, and yet are all governed by individuals of it. They have, by turns, been banished, and with infamy, almost every country in Europe; and have always found means to be restored even with triumph. In short, I know no government in the world that is carried on upon such deep principles of policy, I will